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2024 WATER QUALITY REPORT
City of Commerce, Georgia

PWSID#: 1570001
P.O. Box 348 Commerce, GA 30529 (706) 335-3164

Prepared in Accordance With:
The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
National Primary Drinking Water Regulation
40 CFR Parts 141 and 142

Is my water safe?

The City of Commerce is pleased to report that your community’s drinking water met or exceeded all safety
and quality standards set by the State of Georgia and EPA during the previous year (2023) This Water Quality
Report is intended to inform our customers of where their drinking water comes from, how its treated, what it
contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. Our employees are committed to
providing you with safe, dependable tap water on a year-round basis and are proud to provide the enclosed

information.

Where does my water come from?

The City of Commerce utilizes surface water as its raw water source from the 325-acre Bob Waters Reservoir
located North of downtown Commerce in Banks County. This reservoir is supplied by water draining the
Grove Creek watershed. A Reservoir Management Plan and a Watershed Protection Plan exist to protect the
drinking water source through such measures as establishing buffer zones around streams and water bodies,
specifying allowable impervious surface densities within the watershed, and addressing the recreational use of

the reservoir.
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A source water assessment plan (SWAP) has been completed which identified potential sources of surface
water pollution that may pose a threat to the water supply within the Grove Creek Watershed. According to
the GA EPD ranking methodology, this assessment determined that the watershed’s susceptibility to pollution
as MEDIUM. To obtain a copy of the SWAP, contact John Kight @ (706) 335-6330.

How is this water treated?
The raw water from the reservoir is pumped to the nearby water treatment plant on Water Plant Road. When

this water enters the plant, a coagulant is added so particles will settle out in a basin. The water is then
filtered through a dual media filter of anthracite and sand to remove remaining particles, including natural
organic materials, clays and silt, iron and manganese, and microorganisms. Phosphate (to make the water
non-corrosive to plumbing systems), lime (for pH control), and fluoride (for dental health) are each added.
and the water is disinfected with chlorine to make it biologically safe.

Contaminants and Health Risks Found in Drinking Water

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791. Additional information can be obtained over the Internet from:

http://www.epa.gov/ow
http://www.dnr.state.ga.us/epd
http://www.awwa.org
http://www.amwa-water.org

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.
[mmuno-compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
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infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from

other health care providers.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other

microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800) 426-4791.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water

include the following:

»

v

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, may come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from
urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production,
mining, or farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban
storm water runoff, and residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban
storm water runoff, and septic systems.

Radioactive contaminants which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production

and mining activities
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